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chapter, the prophet says: “ From the 
time that it gocth forth it shall take 
you: fer morning by morning shall it 
pass over, by day and by night; and it 
shall be a vexation only to understand 
the report. [or the bed [or the prin- 


ciples composing the system on which | 


they have trusted for repose, ease and 
comfort] is shorter than that a man can 
stretch himself on it, [in the day of this 
trial,] and the covering [for concealing 
the defects of the system] narrower 
than that he can wrap himself in it. 
Por the Lord [by reason of his abhor- 
rence of the ways and principles now 
palined on society under the name ol 
christianity, Jaw and civil government] 
shall rise up as in mount Perizam, 
{where David began his conquests over 
the Philistines,] he shall be wreth as in 
Abe valley of Gibeon, [when Joshua 
fought with the five kings of Canaan, | 
that he may do his work, his strange 
work, and bring to pass his act, his 
strange act.”’ 

This work and act of the Lord in 
these latter days, will indeed be a more 
strange work and act than any work 
or act that has ever yet been done in 
the world—being the finishing of the 
mystery of God—and it will be be- 
yond any other ever yet witnessed, cal- 
culated to astonish, confound and per- 
plex mankind, whether they be learned 
or unlearned. For the * vision,’’ or 
sight and knowledge concerning the 


Lord’s providential dealings towards 


men in this strange work, is represent- 
ed “as the words of a book that is 
sealed,”’ which when delivered “to one 
that is learned, saying, Read this I pray 
thee; he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: 
and the book is delivered to him that 
is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray 
thee; and he saith, | am not learned.”’ 
None, therefore, will be able to read 
or comprehend these strange dealings 
of the Lord with men in these latter 
days, either in respect to themselves 
or to society in general, till towards 
their conclusion. Then it is said “ in 
that day [when this work of the Lord 
is made plain} shall the deaf hear the 
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words of the book, and the eyes of the - 
blind shall see out of obscurity, and out 
of darkness’’—that is, those least ea- 
pacitated shall then clearly understand 
the nature of this strange work, and be 
able to trace the wisdom, righteous. 
ness and goodness of God in the most 
dark and perplexing dispensations” of 
it, both in regard to themselves and 
others. The prophet continues, “The 
meek also shall [then] increase their 
joy in the Lord, and the poor a 
men shall rejoice in the Holy One of 








Israel. For the terrible one [by this 
work] is brought to nought, and the 
scorner is consumed, and all that wateh 
for iniquity are cut off: that makea 
man an offender for a word, and lay a 
snare for him that reproveth in the 
cate, and turn aside the just for a thing 
of nought.—They also that erred in 
spirit shall come to understanding, and 
they that murmured shall learn doc- 
trine.”’ 
All things therefore will at length be 
brought into a right ¢ondition by this 
strange work of the Lord, whatever 
may be the views of many with regard 
to it in the time of its operations. For 
it is in reference to this work that the 
prophet calls attention to the work ot 
the husbandman in the managemento 
his work, that we may be reminded 
that the Lord is equally as capable to 
manage his work, and bring about the 
desired result in the reformation and 
regeneration of mankind, as the hus- 
bandman is to cultivate his ground, 
and provide himself with bread. Tru- 
ly, the Lord who is the author of this 
strange but important worky is able to 
carry it forward, and will carry it for- 
ward to its completion, whatever re- 
sistance may be made to it by those 
whom it is designed to reform and cor- 
rect, or however great shall be the ob- 
stacles which men attempt to place In 
the way of its advancement. Nothing 
can prove any let or hindrance where 
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the Lord is concerned. For who 1 
stand up against God? or who shal 
say unto him, what doest thou? “W 
would set the briers and thorns [ 
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evil tempers and dispositions] against 
me in battle?’ saith the Lord, when 
speaking of this work: “I would go 
through them [in my judgments,] I 
would burn them together.” Jt is add- 
ed, ** Let bim take hold of my strength, 
that he may make peace with me; and 
he shall make peace with me.’’ The 
prophet Isaiah, in concluding his ac- 
count of this strange work of the Lord 
in these last days, says: ** Now, there- 
fore, be ye not mockers [of this strange 
work] lest your bands be made strong, 
{when the Lord shall deal with you— 
because all will come under examina- 
tion and revision in the course of this 
work, and receive according to their 
ways,} for | have heard from the Lord 
God of hosts a consumption, even de- 
termined upon the whole earth.’’ See 
Isaiah xxviii. 19—22. Let every one 
therefore seek to be found on the 
Lord’s side, by acknowledging his hand 
in, aud submitting himself to this his 
strange work, however much it may be 
despised, derided and mocked at, in the 
first instance. For though small in its 
beginning, like the stone cut out with- 
out hands, it is destined to scatter, 
overcome and subdue every thing that 
shall oppose it, or seek to hinder its 
advancement, and it will continue to 
increase till at length it shall fill the 
whole earth. 

The experience and example how- 
ever, of all preceding ages, im being 
found fighting against God, will not 
prevent millions from doing the same 
in the present case when this work be- 
gins—for in its commencement it will 
be despised and opposed by nearly all, 
and be considered, and justly, as un- 
hinging the whole frame of the pre- 
sent existing order of things—because 
they must be unhinged and overthrown 
before things can ever be right. This 
work, therefore, wili strike more deep- 
ly at the root of all evil and all wrong, 
than any ever before witnessed in the 
world. We need not wonder then 
that mankind, unable to bear the 
searching and trying operation of such 
a work on all their former ways, usages 





































| be cut in pieces, though all the people 
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and practices, now threatened with 
an enure overthrow, should endeavour 
to impede its advancement. Yea, many 
no doubt will think it will be doing 
God service, and society the greatest 
favour, to arrest and stop such a work, 
by using all the power and means at 
their command. But fighting against 
God, in this instance, will not at all 
prove successful, even against the 
weakest of any of his true instruments: 
For God will fight for them, and Christ 
will go before them and be at their 
head; not now as the Lamb slain, but 
as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and 
as Lord of lords, and King of kings, 
and not one belonging to his army, and 
following after him, will fall or be over- 
come. Ior those that are now with 
him are said to be called, and chosen, 
and faithful; and Christ will be faith- 
ful and true unto them, and hence at 
this time is called ‘‘Faithful and true.” 
See Revelation xix. 11. Those indeed 
who are with Christ at this time, be- 
long to that mountain of the Lord’s 
house spoken of in Isaiah ii. 2, and are 
citizens of that Jerusalem mentioned ir 
Zachariah, chap. xii. respecting which, 
it is said: 

“In that day will L make Jerusa- 
lem a burdensome stone for all people: 
all that burden themselves with it shall 




































of the earth were gathered together 
against it.—In that day shall the Lord 
defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
and he that is feeble among them at 
that day shall be as David; and the 
house of David shall be as God, as the 
angel of the Lord before them. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that 
I will seek to destroy all the nations 
that come against Jerusalem.” Again, 
Isaiah Ix. 22, it is thus declared in re- 
ference to the same time and people; 
«A little one shall become a thousand, 
and a small one a strong nation: | the 
Lord will hasten it in his time.’ Such 
are the promises, and so it will be 
found to be—for the Lord is able to 
make good his promises to his people. 
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of Christ not yet, but shortly to be ful- 
filled.—** Fear not, little flock ; for it 
is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom.” 

It becomes each one, however, to 
see, that he truly belongs to Christ's 
flock, and is not one among the nu- 
merous flocks that have arose from 
time to time, forming themselves into 
sects, and which are now spread 
over Christendom—who follow their 
own ways, or those of interested lead- 
ers, who look for their gain from 
their quarter, and are more intent 
about their own advancement, honour 
and aggrandizement, than the things 
of Jesus Christ—and unto whom these 
promises have no application, since 
they are only the enemies and opposers 
of Christ's kingdom on the earth, and 
in the hearts of men. Until Christ 
comes in his spirit and power in the 
hearts of men, and acts and works in 
his peopie, as Christ has said, John, 
chap. x. all will be but as thieves and 
robbers—stealing from others by art 
and intrigue what justly belongs to 
them, and robbing them of that to 
which they are entitled, in order to 
advance and promote their own cause, 
and gain partisans to their sect. How 
has this indeed been done, and conti- 
nues to be done by all sects down to 
the present day. Under their secta- 
rian predilections and feelings, how 
very unfair and unjust have they acted 
one towards another, for the sake of 
promoting their own particular inter- 
est and advantage. 

To none under any such influence, 
as Christ has intimated, will the por- 
ter of the Lord's inheritance open the 
door to possess the power and blessed- 
hess of the kingdom of Christ—for, 
alas! if they had much power, such as 
his people are one day to possess, even 
“power over the nations,” breaki 
them ts shivers as the vessels of a pot- 
ter, and ruling them with a rod of iron, 
(see Rev.: ii. 26,.27,) how would they 
abuse such power, and tyrannize and 
oppress mankind. ‘The nature and 
principles of every sect, have a direct 
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tendency to such a result, and it ever 
has, and ever will be manifested, when- 
ever a sect has the power to exercise 
tyranny and oppression. The princi- 
ple that will raise up a sect, will al. 
ways persecute and oppress such as 
will not come into it or yield homage 
to it—for it is bottomed on selfishness. 
Transfer all to Christ, as should be 
done, and the selfish principle ends, 
and persecution and oppression will 
cease. It is proved that every sect 
will persecute and oppress when they 
have power, because they have done 
this. Therefore the Lord in mercy 
and goodness to his oppressed crea- 
tion, has long been seattering the 
power of all the sects, as was foretold 
in Daniel should be the case, and he 
will continue to scatter their power 
more and more-——and when it is fully 
scattered and broken all to. pieces, 
then the prophet was assured that all 
those things which had been shown to 
bim would be finished. 

It must be manifest to every one of 
only common reflection, that the grand 
‘and glorious designs of God to men, 
proclaimed in almost every page of the 
Bible, never can be finished or com- 
pleted, and things become right, till 
the present power, rule and sway of 
all the sects are scattered, broken and 
destruyed, so that, like the Jewish 
temple, “there shall not be left one 
stone upon another [of all the numer- 
ous human structures now among the 
sects] that shall not be thrown down,” 
that Christ, the one, and only true 
master, may reign alone, and without 
control, over the hearts of men, as 
sects, sectarian leaders, feelings and 
partialities now reign, and govern, and 
bear sway over them. Hear theplain 
and inspired language of the Apostle 
on the subject of all these human and 
sectarian partialities. ‘+ Are ye not 
carnal and walk as men, while one 
saith, I am of Paul; and another, Tam 
of Apollos; another, I of Cephas;”’ and 
another pretending td follow Christ, 
but perhaps in the same carnal spittt 
with the others? For the name Js B& 
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thing; it is the nature and spirit by 
which people are actuated, that deter- 
mines what they are, and is all and all 
in the sight of God who looketh upon 
the heart. 

The description Christ gives of a 
thief, will apply to every sectarian 
leader and partisan in Christendom, 
whatever may be their pretensions. 
« They come not,” saith Christ, or in 


other words, they put forth none of 


their exertions, “ but for to steal, and 
to kill, and todestroy;”’ that is, to steal 
away something from others to pro- 
mote their own cause and advantage; 
to depreciate, blacken, defame, and 
kill those of another party, and root 
up and destroy their very existence, 
that they may profit by the spoils ob- 
tained from them, and have the whole 
ground themselves, to augment their 
numbers, and promote their own pe- 
culiar and sectarian interests. This is 
their general principle of action as 
sects, and is never wholly absent in 
their labours and movements; while 
they persuade themselves they are only 
seeking to promote the interest and 
cause of Christ, although at the same 
time, those of every other persuasion 
know they are seeking the advance- 
ment of their own party, and the glory, 
interest, augmentation, strength, and 
perpetuity of their particular sect. 
How much longer can such gross de- 
lusion prevail over the minds of even 
very sensible men in almost every 
thing else but in this one species of 
delusion—for a delusion it most un- 
doubtedly is. 


“AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM.” 
John i. 12. 

The present is a time more calcu- 
lated to test and try every one’s faith, 
and ascertain whether or not it 1s 
founded on a rock, than any period 
perhaps since Christianity was preach- 
ed among men. In times of more vio- 
lent persecution, there were some who 
furnished an evidence of the truth and 
reality of their belief in Christianity, 
by forsaking all for the sake of Christ, 
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and sealing their testimony with their 
lives, making it at least plain to all, 
that they were sincere and conscienti- 
ous in their belief, and were fully as- 
sured of the truth of what they de- 
clared. ‘This kind of proof does not 
now exist; and if a call were made to 
furnish such an evidence to the truth 
and reality of Christianity and its re- 
quirements, where among the numer- 
ous professors in this day are to be 
found those that would meet the call. 
In addition to the absence of such an 
evidence on the side of Christianity at 
|this time (and it bas served very much 
Ito weaken a belief in the truth of 
Christianity itself), the most plausible 
arguments and reasoning are abroad 
against the most fundamental and esgen- 
tial principles of Christianity, against 
all revelation, and against even the 
very being of a God; and to believe in 
Christianity, Divine revelation, or a 
God, is considered by many as fanati- 

cism or a want of rationality and com- 
mon sense. And, as if nothing was to 

be wanting to shake whatever can be 

shaken, and wash away every vestige 

of any faith built upon the sand of hu- 

man arguments and human reasonings, 

of late, many are rising up in various 

parts of the land—some claiming to be 

God himself; another hears a voice 

from above, proclaiming three several 

times that his name was Michael; ano- 

ther tells us, and no doubt believed, 

that the word of the Lord came to 

him, and named him Elijah the Tish- 

bite; another thinks he is in posses- 

sion of the sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon, and has a rod to measure the 
bounds and gates of the heavenly Je- 
rusalem; while another comes forward 
as the High Priest of nature, to revive 
temple worship in al! the splendour of 
sacerdotal dignity, and to commission 
priests and priestesses to serve in its 
offices, and perform its occult and hid- 
den mysteries. 

Now, just such a state of things we 
have been taught to expect In the 
dawn or beginning of a better state of 
things,or when Christ should come toset 
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up his kingdom and establish his autho- 
rity over men, whereby it will be seen 
that nothing is too bard or impossible 
with God, and that he can bring for- 
ward his own work, and establish his 
own cause under the most unfavourable 
circumstances, and amidst the greatest 
obstacles. For hereby it will be made 
known to men, that ** power belongeth 
unto God.”’ Christ has forewarned us, 
that when he should come, there would 
hardly faith be found on the earth. We 
are also told in the day when the sons 
of God came to present themselves be- 
fore the Lord, that “Satan came also 
among them to present himself before 
the Lord.’’ ‘The devil knowing that 
his time is short, is now, indeed, putting 
forth all his exertions to bind men in 
his chains, and has sent forth such a 
flood of delusion as to cause many to 
disbelieve almost every thing, while 
others are made to believe they are 
some great ones, so that, when the 
Lord rises up to maintain his own 
cause, many will be ready to say, like 
Pharaoh, ‘* Who is the Lord?”’ Others, 
from the similarity of works, resem- 
blances, and imitations, found among 
the agents of Satan, to those manifest- 
ed among such as are on the Lord's 
side, will be very much confounded, 
(particularly those whose hearts are 
not right in the sight of God,) and will 
hardly know what to believe, but will 
be kept halting, and be tossed by con- 
flicting opinions, like the waves of the 
sea, which have no rest. 

it has ever been thus when the Lord 
has come to save and deliver his peo- 
ple from the oppression of men, and the 
dominion of Satan; and those who can- 
not, on such occasions, plainly mark and 
distinguish the difference as a whole, 
and in the progress of events, between 
the servants of the Lord and the ser- 
vants of Satan, must choose to be blind 
—and, as stated by the prophet Isaiah, 
they will ‘*stumble, and fall, and be 
broken, and be snared, and be taken” 
—because the difference will be such, 
as to leave them without excuse, and 
they will also see this to be the case 
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themselves, when, like Pharaoh, they 
are overwhelmed in the sea of trouble, 
out of which no human arm can deliver 
them. 

When Moses was raised up as an 
instrument to deliver the Israelites 
from their bondage, and gave signs to 
attest his mission, the devil through 
his emissaries, the Egyptian magicians, 
gave forth his works and imitations; 
and many of them were so precisely 
like those of Moses, that all evidence 
from that source was at an end. But 
there were some things which the de- 
vil, through his emissaries, could not 
do, and they were made to acknowledge 
in one instance, that there was the fin- 
ver of God in what Moses had done— 
so that those who rejected his mission, 
were left without excuse, and had no 
cloak to cover that rejection—as in all 
such cases of the Lord's dealings with 
men ever has, and ever will be the case. 

Again, just at the time, and a little 
subsequent to Christ’s appearance 
among men, to teach the way of truth 
and save his people from their sins, 
the devil had his numerous emissaries, 
pretending to be some great ones—as 
a prophet to break off the Roman yoke 
—the Messiah to deliver the Jewish 
nation, and subdue their enemies; “the 
great power of God,” &c. &c., and 
thousands followed them and believed 
in their pretensions. But the difference 
between them all, and Him that came 
to give his life a ransom for many, was 
so plain, that all might see who did not 
choose to be blind, and did not love 
darkness rather than light. For such 
no remedy was provided, nor never will 
be. They must see their pride’and ob- 
stinacy, and repent of their wickedness, 
or they will die with a lie in their right 
hand. . 

In these latter days, when the king- 
dom of the stone and mountain of the 
Lord’s house begin to appear, the dif- 
ference between those who are on’ 
Lord’s side, and those who are on the 
side of Satan, will be so plain, that 
none who are truly sincere will have 
any cause to stumble—for though the 
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devii has already begun with his imita- 
tions, and under the next vial thev will 
be greatly increased, (because it is un- 
der the next vial, that the three spirits 
of devils, working miracles, go forth, 
to muster and gather together all the | 
hosts of the mighty and wicked among 
men to fight against and oppose the 
kingdom of Christ,) yet the difference | 
between the true and the false, the pow- 
er of God and the power of the devil, 
will be so apparent to those who are 
willing to see, that none except such as 
wish to remain blind need be mistaken 
or deceived—and, as ever has been the 
case, these will be deceived, and be 
cut off in their deception. 

And here let it be observed, that 
those who in this evil day and time of 
scofling and derision, are ashamed of 
Christ and his cause, and prefer the 
honour, esteem, and friendship of this 
world, to the honour and cause of 
Christ, must not expect to be owned 
and accepted of him when he comes in 
that glory and power at which none 
can scoff or mock, and when every 
thing will be swept away upon which 
vain and worldly men have placed their 
hopes for happiness and support. The 
present, therefore, is a time, well cal- 
culated to make known who is on the 
Lord’s side, and who is not. And 
those who are not ashamed of Christ 
and his cause now, and cleave to him, 
when so many are forsaking him, or 
following him at such a distance, that 
it cannot be known on which side they 
actually stand, will, as stated in Isaiah 
Xxxiii. 16, have their place of defence 
in the munitions of rocks; bread will 
be given them, their waters will be sure. 
Or, as expressed in Malichi, iii. 16—18, 
a book of remembrance will be written 
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for those, who, in such a time as this, | 


fear the Lord, think upon his name, 
and speak often one to another; (for 
few now wish to hear the name of the 








Lord mentioned, much less will speak 
of his ways and dealing towards men) 
—“ and they shall be mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts, in that day when I make 
up my jewels; and I will spare them 
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[in the time of future and overwhelm- 
ing calamities now on their way] asa 
man spareth his own son that serveth 
him.” {It is added: * Then shall ye 
return, and discern between the righ- 
teous and the wicked: between him 
that serveth God, and him that serveth 
him not.”’ 

The marked and distinguished man- 
ner in which those will be delivered, and 
protected, who in this day of abound- 
ing evil, with full purpose of heart, 
cleave unto Him who died for thei, 
and stay their souls on Him who only 
can save and redeem, will be more and 
more seen from this time. But, alas! 
how many now professing Christianity, 
instead of cleaving unto the Lord, and 
putting their trust in him, are forsaking 
him—or else are mixing a service to 
the Lord and a service for themselves 
together, as if they could serve God 
and mammon at the same time—yea, 
many are acting, as if the friendship of 
this world was not enmity with God— 
as if they might be a friend of the world 
and yet not be an enemy of God—and 
as if they could “‘ receive honour one of 
another,”’ and still have a saving belief 
in Christ—all which Christ and his 
Apostles declare to be impossible. 
Others, again, of whom better things 
might be expected, are like Ananias ° 
and Sapphira. They give up much, 
and wish to appear as among the best, 
yet keep back part of the price—while 
there are others, that, like the goodly 
rich young man, think it too harda 
saying to sell all the riches they possess 
in the esteem, honour, and glory of this 
world, for the sake of Christ. : 

All such professors, followers, and 
friends as these, the Lord is now about 
to discard altogether, and spew them 
out of his mouth, like the cold-hearted 
Laodicean church, {so rich, and in- 
creased in goods in their own esteem, 
as to need nothing.) For those by 
whom Christ will build up his king- 
dom in these latter days, to supplant 
and overthrow all other kingdoms, and 
to stand for ever, must be of 
quite another sort from those to whom 
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reference has been made. Christ lias 
indeed said, if any love father or mo- 
ther, wife or child, more than him, they 
are not worthy of him. Therefore,each 
one must make his choice, and abide 
the consequences; for the Lord will 
no longer be mocked by men, or ac- 
cept a divided heart in his cause, 
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The only name (or power) that can 
save. 


There is no other name or power by 
which we can overcome any thing 
wrong or evil, either in ourselves or 
others, but the power of Christ. The 
strong man of which Christ speaks, and 
which is the devil, will never yield his 
hold on our fallen natures, but oniy by 
the power of Christ. While Christ was 
on the earth, the devils were subject to 


ee eee ee; 
———— —— 


furthermore says: * When « strong man 
armed keepeth his palace, his voods are 
in peace [secure to limeelf and his use 
as his occasions may demand:} but 
when a stronger than he | which is only 
Christ} shall come upon him, he taketh 
from him all the armour wherein he 
trusteth, and divideth his spoils,’’ 

We thus find from the testimony of 
Christ himself, that the heart of a wick. 
ed man is the devil’s house or palace, 
And that it is filled with his goods, such 
as resentment, selfishness, envy, malice, 
&c. (as the case may be) we but too 
often see and experience. ‘These goods, 
‘too, are called the devil’s spoils, be. 
_cause he has acquired or gained them 
to and for himself in the man, through 
the man’s neglect to watch against the 
devil's encroachments, or the consent 
of his mind to yield to his service— 








him, and to his disciples only pean and the devil has them stored up in him 


him. Except we have power from 
Christ we can do nothing, as Christ 
hath said; “ Without me ye can do no- 
thing.”” Every effort of our own to 
overcome the strong man, or spoil his 
goods, now so abundantly stowed away 
and housed up in the hearts of men, 
will be unavailing without the power of 
Christ. Without the power of Christ 
we shall struggle in vain, for we can 
accomplish nothing. Cbrist hath said, 
+ How can one enter into a strong 
man’s house, and spoil his goods, ex- 
cept he first bind the strong man ? and 
then he will spoil his house.” Until 
Christ’s power be interposed for us 
there is no help, no possibility of escape 
from the dreadful and cruel rule of the 





for his own use and purposes. While 
the devil holds possession of these his: 
goods, or has them in a man, he can 
call them into usc, and demand them 
in his service, without any power in 
the man to keep them back, or hinder 
the devil from the use and employment 
of them as he may choose. And here- 
in, as stated before, he takes the man 
captive at his (the devil’s) will. Nor 
can any human arm or strength of man 
demolish this power of the devil over 
aman, Christ alone can do this, unto 
whom the devils were always subject. 

Therefore, let all in such a condition, 
look to Christ, if indeed they have not 
lost the power and even the disposition 
to look to him,—and this, in a great 








strong man jn our hearts. Nor can we 





number of instances, it is greatly to be 


withhold from him the use and man- || feared, is the case,—and when it is the , 
agement of the goods he has in us—|| case, the situation of such persons 1s 

whether they be of the nature of pride, || indeed truly forlorn and awful; for, un-~ 
anger, malice, envy, revenge, or all||less Christ has compassion on them, 


these combined. 


With such goods of|| and interposes for their relief, = 


the devil in a man, he can take him||no help or deliverance for 

captive at his will, and hurry him into|| their ingratitude and rebellion may” 
almost any wickedness that shall best || have been so great, as almost to cut” 
suit his purpose or designs. Well may || themselves off from any hope or expec~ 
such an one exclaim, ‘“O wretched tation of any such compassion or inter- 

man that 1am! who shall deliver me}|| position. Nay, more, it is to be feared 
from the body of this death?” Christ |! if Christ were even willing and 
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to overcome the strong man that holds 
dominion over them, spoil his goods, 
and release them from his power, they 
would, through the blindness that is in 
them, be altogether unwilling that this 
should be done, but would withstand 
and resist such a measure with all the 
powers and faculties they possess—yea, 
would join and assist the devil with the 
most ardent zeal, in keeping possession 
both of themselves and all his goods 
within them. Such is the power and 
influence which the devil bas acquired 
over millions in this day, and so unwil- 
ling are they to renounce his service, 
reject his counsel, or come out from 
under his dominion and rule. 


_— 


OMNISCIENCE OF GOD. 


The Apostle informs us, that all 
things are naked and open unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
We are also told, that in the paradisi- 
cal state of our first parents, they were 
naked, and were not ashamed. ‘The 
outward body, at that time, was but an 
index and figure of the inward mind, 
the nakedness or an open view of which 
in to its motives, intentions, 
thoughts, feelings, and designs, both 
before God and unto men, could, in 
their then holy state, produce no un- 
pleasant sensations or feelings what- 
ever—for while in a holy state, there 
was nothing within them that they 
could wish to conceal or were unwil- 
ling to have known. It is therefore 
plain, that so long as there is an unwil- 
lingness in us, that the most inward 


and secret workings and motives of our } 
hearts should be naked and open “i 


the view of all, we are in an imperfect 
and unredeemed condition. We should 


certainly never harbour or indulge any }| 


inward motives, thoughts, or feelings 
that we would: not be willing at any 
time to have known; ome we are 
thinking, designing, or intending some- 
thing abet is not right; or else, are so 


blind or wicked, as to be ashamed of right society, such a eovering is seldom 





ashamed or mortified on account of 
having made known any thing we have 
said, thought, or done. 

Such, however, was man’s imper- 
fection after the fall, and such his al- 
most incapability always to be actuated 
by such motives, thoughts, and feelings, 
as were proper to be exposed, both on 
account of their nature and the judg- 
ment which men would pronounce upon 
them to his injury, that the Lord in 
condescension to him in this fallen and 
uncomfortable state, made “ coats of 
skins, and clothed them’’—which cloth- 
ing has reference to the motives, 
thoughts, and feelings of the mind, as 
well as to the body; for the Lord took 
care for both. Hence the law against, 
and the crime and cruelty committed 
by uncovering the nakedness of per- 
sons in the manner it is now often done, 
particularly of those near of kin or re- 
lationship, or those with whom there is 
an ‘affinity of interest, feelings, and so- 
cial relations. All such business is 
highly wicked and criminal in the sight 
of God, and will not go unpunished and 
unvisited. What, indeed, is more un- 
becoming or wicked, than to see per- 
sons nearly related to each other, or 
who have been associated together in 
the bonds of intimacy and friendship, 
turning round and exposing all the 
transactions, motives, and most private 
words and expressions of those who 
trusted to their fidelity and kind feel- 
ings towards them, and supposed they 
were communicating their more pri- 
vate concerns, exercises, and feelings 
to a friend, who would never use or 
disclose them to their injury or disad- 
vantage. Duty to God or man, seldom 
ealls for any such business, — ed 
ever engages in it, is generally abhor- 
red thee merlot by all. God himself 
made a covering for the body, which 
is a type or figure of the covering he 
has also made for the mind in its more 
secret thoughts and exercises, and 
through a kind Providence, in all up- 








what is right. One of these two things | 


must needs follow, whenever we are 


— a 


removed. For until mankind are ina 
more fit state to have all covering re- 
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moved from the mind, its thoughts, ex- 
ercises, and feelings, the removal of it 
by uncovering and exposing all we may 
know of a private and secret nature 
concerning any one, is no less base 
and reprehensible, if not more so, than 
removing the clothing from the body. 


None but sons of Belial, (which in He-| 


brew means “the wicked and devil- 
ish,’’) will be found in such a work. 
But let all endeavour to come into 
that state, in which no covering of any 
kind for the mind will be necessary, 
and then we need have no embarrassed 
or confused feelings if all the thoughts, 
motives, intentions, and expressions of 
the heart are naked and open to the 
view of all, as they must at all times be 
to the Most High. The more holy we 


become, the more willing we shall be) 
for this to be done ; and when fully re-| 


deemed, we shall not wish any thing 
covered, hid, or concealed, either in our 
minds, thoughts, or actions, any more 
than our first parents wished a cover- 
ing for their bodies when in paradise. 
They had no sin, and they felt no shame. 
It is evident, that man cannot be truly 
happy while in his present fallen state, 
and while there is any need to have any 
thing in his mind, thoughts, or actions, 
—hid, covered, or concealed. The 
redemption condition of mankind there- 
fore, has not yet arrived. The Apos- 
tles themselves were by no means in it. 
The following words of the Apostle 
are too plain and express on this sub- 
ject to admit of any dispute. He says, 
Romans, viii. 22, 23—** We know that 
the whole creation groaneth and tra- 
vaileth in pain together untilnow. And 
not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our body.”’ 

Man cannot be said to be redeemed, 
till all lost by the fall is restored. But 
man will be more than restored, for 
through Christ he is to become an heir 
of God, and joint heir with Christ. 
Hence these words :—‘ Eve hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 














tered into the heart of man, the things 


which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.”’ : 


STUMBLING BLOCKS, 


* And he [the Lord of hosts] shall 
be for a sanctuary [to those that sane- 
tify him, and make him their fear, and 
their dread ;] but for a stone of stum- 
bling, and a rock of offence, te both 
the houses of Israel; for a gin and for 
a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many among them shall stumble, 
and fall, and be broken, and be snared, 
and be taken.”’ Jsaiah, viii. 14, 15. 
Here the Lord of hosts himself is re- 
presented as a stone of stumbling to 
some, while he is for a sanctuary to 
others. And just in proportion as any 
thing comes from God, will it prove a 
stumbling block to the wicked—not ne- 
cessarily so, but because they will al- 
ways feel an aversion to whatever is 
from God, and will seek only for some- 
thing to bring against it in order to re- 
ject it—and there has never yet been 
a time when wicked men were nota 
to do this. Hence it will be seen that 
the wicked will always find something 
on which they can stumble—because 
it is what they are principally seeking 
after and wish to find, and only obtain 
what they wish. God, indeed, wisely 
permits that it should be so, in order 
to keep from his ark such as would 
only dishonour and pollute it were they 
to join with his people to maintain and 
support it. , 

The stumblers alluded to are easily 
discerned; for they are always eagerly 
intent on finding something upon whieh 
they can stumble. Nor are they long 
in finding that after which they are 
seeking. And, as stated before, it 
serves a valuable purpose, since it keeps 
them from a cause they have no fitness 
to approach, and from the company of 
those who would only be injured by 
being intimate with them. ‘Therefore 
we may see the wisdom of God in per- 
mitting these things to be so. such 
persons were seeking after good, they 
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would find it and embrace it, and leave 
what appeared to them to be otherwise 
(and so faras man is concerned, might 
be otherwise) to stand on its own mer- 
its, without carping and feeding on it 
altogether, as is the manner of too 
many. ‘The bee, intent on finding ho- 
ney, obtains it, while the spider, in the 


same place, finds poison equally as 
well. 


MEN AS CLAY. 


“*Thou hast made me as the clay.” Job, x.9. 
Take notice, that Christ once made 





use of clay to open a man’s eyes that 
was blind. Not that there was any ef- 
ficacy in the clay; or in that particular 
clay more than any other; or that there 
was any necessity to make use of the 
clay at all. The power or efficacy that 
opened the man’s eyes, was wholly dis- 
tinct and separate from the clay. Now 
if any one esteems himself any better 
than clay in the performance of any 
work or act of God, or supposes he 
possesses any power or efficiency in 
himself, he is in a very grievous error. 
And if others suppose any person who 
is made use of in the Lord’s work, as 
any more than the clay put on the 
man’s eyes, or think there is any pow- 
er or efficiency in that person, abstract- 
edly considered, more than in any 
other person, they are under a great 
mistake. It is as absurd, as if the per- 
son whose cyes were opened, or his 
friends, were to look upon the clay 
used on that occasion, as of great ac- 
count, and worthy of great esteem, and 
were to turn their attention from the 
power and efficient cause, from whence 
the relief came, to the clay employed.* 





* Because the lives of the Israelites had 
been preserved, through the medium of 
the brazen serpent made in the wilderness, 
they afterwards had it in great esteem, 
preserved it as of much more account than 
another piece of brass, and unto the days 
of Hezekiah, burnt incense to it, which 
was only to be offered to the true God.— 
Hence it became a cause of sin to the Is- 
raelites, and Hezekiah broke it in pieces 


and destroyed it, calling it Nehushtan; 





And yet mankind have all along been 
acting after this manner, and have been 
looking toa fellow being like them- 
selves, as if power and benefit rested 
in the person, and could be imparted 
or communicated by him to them.— 
Hence they have made great account 
of men, which has done great injury, 
and laid the foundation of many sects 
and societies, and people have wor- 
shipped and followed men and these 
societies more than God, dividing and 
distracting the human family. Besides 
it is idolatry, and like paying regard 
and homage to the clay Christ made 
use of, instead of the power that per- 
formed the act. 

Let us consider these things, that 
we may know there is no power to ac- 
complish any thing for the Lord in 
main. If persons allow themselves to 
think they have such power in them- 
selves, they must be very blind; and, 
if any think others have such power, 
they are no better than idolaters, and 
are besides very ignorant. It becomes 
us, therefore, to consider what we are 
—for, as was the clay used in the case 
of the blind man, so are we all. There 
is no power or efficiency in ourselves, 
Yet how common is it, for mankind to 
think otherwise. Power and efliciency 
are only in God, who can just as easily 





that is; ‘‘a piece of brass”—for it was no- 
thing more—and there was no more virtue 
in it than in any other piece of brass. It 
is just so with respect to the various reli- 
gious sects and their founders, that have 
been raised or set up in the wilderness 
state of the church. Because, in the first 
instance, they were made subservient to 
good, and were a means or medium where- 
by many were saved;—mankind have been 
led to look to these sects and their foun- 
ders as of great account, and are offering 
incense to them, when there is no more 
power or virtue in them to save men, than 
in the brazen serpent’to whom the Israel- 
ites offered incense; and the time is at 
hand, when these sects will all be broken 
in pieces and destroyed, that men may 
offer the incense of praise and adoration 
only unto God, and give glory and honour 
to Him who alone has power to save and 


























to redeem. 
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cause the stones of the earth to deliver | 
his counsel, and proclaim his praise, as 
man who is only as the clay in respect 
to any power or efficiency in himseif. 
And if we were only as submissive as 
was the clay, it would be more to our 
benefit, and better promote the cause 
and work of God. 
TRUST IN GOD. 

It has been said—If mortals could 
see as God sees, none would wish his 
providential dealings towards them to 
be different from what they really are. 
That this is so, admits not of a doubt. 
And how very consoling in times of 
deep affliction and suffering is it to 
know that all is ordered for the best, 
and that under all the circumstances 
of the case, the afflictions we endure, 
are better adapted for our improve- 
ment and our good than any other 
which could be chosen. The apostle 
at one time saw not this, and thrice 
besought the Lord, that a most griev- 
ous and painful affliction might depart 
But he was at length fa- 
voured to see that it was given to him 
in wisdom and mercy, to keep him from 
being exalted above measure, through 
the abundance of the revelations that 
had been communicated to him, and he 
was then content to have it continued 
until the Lord should see proper to re- 
move it. Hear the gracious words 
that were addressed to him under this 
affliction—* My grace is sufficient for 
thee;”’ as if it had been said—thou 
shalt not be burt by this affliction—I 
will sustain and preserve thee under it, 
and it is only permitted for thy good. 

Few that have a right view of things, 
will ever venture to pray to be released 
from any sufferings or afflictions they 
may be under, but will only pray for 
aid and assistance rightly to endure and 
act in the time of trials and afflictions. 
This is what chiefly, nay, only concerns 
us. The Lord will take care for the 
rest—and those who put their trust in 
him, and without murmuring or com- 
plaining, submit themselves to his dis- 








posal, and to his dealings and dispen- 


sations towards them, will have no 
cause in the end to question his wis. 
dom or goodness in all the sufferings 
and afflictions he permits to come u 
them. He cannot err, and will not 
be unjust to any of his creatures—for 
‘he is loving to every man, and his 
tender mercies are over al! his works.” 
If in many of his providential dealings 
towards us, ** clouds and darkness are 
round about him,”’ we are assured that 
“ righteousness and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne.” Psalms, 
xevii. 2. 

None have ever yet attained either 
to much piety or usefulness, except 
such as hare first been called to 
through very great trials and afflictions. 
Hence the declaration, “whom the 
Lord loveth, he chasteneth.”” Thove 
clothed with white robes, having palma 
in their hands, and who had a 
assigned to them “ before the throne, 
and before the Lamb,” are said to be 
“they which came out of great triba- 
lation.” Rev. vii. 9. | 

How incapable indeed, are any of 
us of knowing what is best for us! and 
yet have we not sometimes thought 
we could direct the Almighty a better 
way to deal with us than the one he 
has chosen—yea, have we not been 
ready to complain of our hard allot- 
ment and trials, as though the Lord 
dealt unkindly towards us, or took no 
notice of our particular case of suffer- 
ing; when, afterwards, we have seen 
that all things were directed with infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness for the best 
ends. Why should we not then trust in 
the Lord at all times, and say, thy will 
be done. The Lord knows what is best 
for us, better than we know ourselves 
—and our truest wisdom is to desire 
him always to choose for us, instead of 
leaving us to have our own | 
which too often is only founded in folly, 
selfishness and pride, and tends but to 
our injury, misery, and ruin. 

Journey through the wilderness. 

The icavebiida of the children of 
Israel through the wilderness, 18 
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striking type of that wilderness state 


through which all must pass, before | 


they enter that true rest spoken of by 
the apostle that remaineth to the peo- 
ple of God. Nearly all may now be 
said to be in spiritual Egypt, where 
they have their flesh pots and fish, and 
where there are in abundance, cucum- 
bers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic 
of their own producing, to which they 
can resort for comfort and refresh- 
ment whenever it suits their inclination. 
But when the Lord begins to bring any 
out of this state, they find themselves 
in quite another situation—having no- 
thing at their own command, and bein 
wholly dependant on the Lord for all 
they need, and who, for wise purposes, 
only gives them just so much as sus- 
tains them and no more, and that in 
small portions, like the manna, which 
was round, small, and like coriander 
seed, white. Hence they are often 
found to murmur, and complain of 
their hard lot and fare, and are heard 
to say in many instances, would to 
God we had continued in our Egyp- 
tian condition, where we sat by the 
flesh pots, and eat bread to the full, 
&c. 

The flesh pots, fish, cucumbers, me- 
lons, leeks, onions, and garlic, on 
which the Israelites fed in Egypt, to 
which they could always have access, 
and for which it seems, they had such 
a taste and relish, very fitly represents 
the little meetings, associations, rules, 
orders, and observances, which spiritu- 
al task-masters, in conjunction with 
themselves, have set up and organized 
in their state of bondage, and to which 
they can always have access according 
to their wishes and inclinations. But 
when, by the good hand of the Lord 
towards them, they are brought from 
these things, on their way to the pro- 
mised inheritance—where, and under 
what circumstances do they find them- 
selves? They are, indeed, quite other- 
wise situated than before—they find 
themselves in a barren or dreary land, 
without water to refresh, or nourish- 
ment to sustain them, except as imme- 


diately given to them from the Lord. 
Cut off from all their little meetings 
and societies for refreshing and com- 
forting themselves, and unable to com- 
mand or procure any thing by their 
own will, they are wholly dependant on 
the Lord from day to day—who, in or- 
der to prove and try them, correct 
their inordinate cravings and desires, 
and prepare them to honour him as 
his people, and trust in him alone, sees 
proper only to give them simple spiritu- 
‘al sustenance, just enough to sustain 
them and preserve them alive. And 
how many, alas! in this state, by mur- 





g | muring and dissatisfaction at the Lord’s 


dealings with them, (instead of being 
jthankful for what he has already done 
‘in beginning to deliver them) for dis- 
obedience and other acts, do, like the 
Israelites, prolong their stay in this 
condition, or bring punishment and 


ruin on themselves. 





Ignorant self-righteous Man. 


‘Therefore thou art inexcusable, O 
man, whosoever thou art, that judgest : 
for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest, 
doest the same things.” AposTie Pavt. 


We see the folly of the Israelites 
and blame them, for making. to them- 
selves calves and images, and ascrib- 
ing to them a power which belonged 
only unto God. We also censure and 
condemn the heathen for doing the 
same. How severe, too, have Protes- 
tants been on the Catholics, for look- 
ing to saints and angels as mediators, 
and for expecting aid and assistance 
from them—and also for having priests 
as agents to release them from, and 
forgive their sins, and allowing their 
consciences to be bound or loosed by 
their acts and decisions. 

People in protestant countries, seem 
not aware that they do the same things, 
only under another form or manner, 
Among them, sects, creeds, rules, or- 
dinances, and observances, devised and. 
fashioned by their own hands, are as 
gods, saints, and angels to them—for 
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they look to, depend on, and trust in 
these things, as if they were able to 
save them, and ascribe to them a pow- 
er which only belongs to the living and 
true God. As a proof of this, let them 
be taken away, and see if they will not 
feel, and be ready to exclaim, like Mi- 
cah, * Ye have taken away my gods; 
and what have I more?’’ It is plain, 
therefore, that they esteem and honour 
these things as gods, though they have 
no more power to save men than Mi- 
cah’s gods, and are as much the device 
and workmanship of man. If protes- 
tants believe in, yield homage to, and 
serve their several sects or gods, they 
expect to fare well and be saved, just 
as Micah and the heathen did by be- 
lieving in, yielding homage to, and 
serving their gods, when, as stated be- 
fore, like Micah’s gods and the gods 
of the heathen, they are ouly the in- 
ventions and work of men, and have 
no power to save any one. God ne- 
ver made one of the sects now exist- 
ing: they have been devised, made, and 
fashioned wholly by men, as much asthe 
false gods of former times, and hence 
like them, they must all be destroyed 
before the true worship of God can be 
restored—for his worship is but one, 
and his worshippers, when right, will 
be one also. 

It is only a proper designation, there- 
fore, to call the present existing sects 
in Christendom, the false gods of this 
day—for, though formed by men, they 
receive that attention, homage, and es- 
teem, which of right belongs only unto 
God, and exercise an authority and a 

wer, solely the prerogative of God. 

fa sect condemn a man, he is consid- 
ered by the sect as condemned, and 
cut off from salvation, although he may 
have done nothing except transgress or 
violate the particular tenets, rules, or- 
dinances or observances of the sect. 
Thus they are supposed to be able to 
kill or to make alive, to bind or to 
loose the consciences of men: and as 
none but God can do these things, (as 
was foretold would be done by the 
man of sin,) they, as God, sit in the 
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temple of God [or Christian chureh,] 
showing that they arc God. 

When will the scales be removed 
from the people’s eyes, and their blind. 
ness be at an end—for that they are 
blind by doing as they do at present, 
is as certain as that the heathen were 
blind by doing what they did. In sub. 
stance the thing is the same in both 
cases, only the form or manner jg 
changed. | 

THE USE OF TRIALS, 

‘“ Beloved,” says the Apostle Peter, 
“think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto 
you.” A _ late writer remarks :— 
‘Great and peculiar sufferings and 
afflictions are a means of trying and 
proving those who possess Christianity; 
and showing who are sound and tho- 
rough Christians, and who are not.” 
The trial which men will be called to 
endure in these latter days, will be 
very great—even greater than they 
can well conceive of, till they are eall- 
ed to endure it. It will, moreover, be 
of such a kind, as will be very mach 
calculated to overcome their patience, 
and induce them to do whut will be in- 
consistent with the spirit and prinei- 
ples of the gospel. And if they have 
not been sincere and faithful to what 
they have received, before this trial 
comes on them, there is but little pros- 
pect that they can endure the trial 
aright, or so act under it, as to come 
forth out of it accepted and prepared 
to stand before the Son of man in that 
new and glorious kingdom of peace 
and rest which he is about to establish, 
and which will be first enjoyed by those 
who pass through, and rightly endore 
and act under this trial. 

This fiery and severe trial or cup of 
suffering is, indeed, appointed of the 
Lord, to determine who are, and who 
are not to belong to the mountain 
his house—which he will now establish 
in the top of the mountains, and exalt 
above the hills, and unto which all na- 
tions are to flow. If in pa of 
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this cup of severe suffering ortrembling 
(as it is called, Isaiah, chapter Ji.) and 
while wringing out its dregs, (as we 
shall have to do,) we can, after the ex- 
ample of Christ, lay our bodies as the 
ground, and as the street, to them that 
go over, (for in this\ time of our dis- 
tress, they will say to our souls, «Bow 
down that we may go over,”) we have 
the promise, that the Lord who plead- 
eth the cause of his people, will take 
out of our hands this cup of trembling, 
and that we shall no more drink it 
again. Nay, more, as stated in Isaiah, 
chapter li. we shall bé called on to 
awake; to put on strength; to put on 
our beautiful garments; to shake our- 
selves from the dust of our low and 
depressed condition; to sit down in 
rest from all our sufferings, and loose 
ourselves from the bands of our neck, 
wherewith we were bound in the day 
of our deep distress, affliction, and 


anguish. For the condition into which }| 


-we are brought under this trial, is re- 
‘presented as a pit wherein is no water, 
where our bread is expected to fail, 
and at which time we shall of course 
fee| that we must die. Therefore, the 
“<¢ exile,’ (which is ourselves 
under this trial,) cannot let patience 
have her perfect work, and thus be per- 
fect, wanting nothing, like Christ, but 
“ hasteneth that he may be loosed.” 
But notwithstanding this manifesta- 
tion of weakness and want of perfec- 
tion in the Lord's people in the time, 
of this their severe distress, when fully 
loosed, they will not go into the pit 
again, or drink the cup of suffering, of 
trembling, and of anguish, (such as 
none can know but those who partake 
of it) any more. For, as it is said, 


verse 10—16, the arm of the Lord||p 


dries the sea of these deep waters of 
trouble and suffering unto them, and 
makes the depths of the sea of these 
troubles and sufferings, a way for the 
ransomed from sin and all trouble, to 
pass over to anew, a higher, yea, a 
redeemed. state. Hence the prophet 
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passed through such great sufferings. 
“Therefore the redeemed of the Lord 
shall return, and come with singing 
unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their head: they shall obtain 
gladness and joy; and sorrow and 
mourning shall flee away. I, even I, 
am he that comforteth you: who art 
thou [when | am thy comforter,] that 
thou shouldst be afraid of a man that 
shall die, and of the son of man which 
shall be made as grass; and forgettest 
the Lord thy Maker, that hath stretch- 
ed forth the heavens, and laid the foun- 
dations of the earth; and hast feared 
conunnally every day, because of the 








fury of the oppressor, as if he were 
ready to destroy? And where is the 
fury of the oppressor ? I am the Lord 
thy God, that divided the sea [in the 
times of thy greatest distress,] whose 
waves roared [as if they would swal- 
low thee up:] The Lord of hosts is 
his name [unto thee from this time for- 
ward.] And I have put my words in 
thy mouth, and have covered thee in 
the shadow of mine hand, that I may 
plant the heavens, and lay the founda- 
tions of the earth, [that is, establish an 
entire new order of things from the 
present,} and say unto Zion, Thou art 
my people.’”’ ‘The following words, 
also, Isaiah, chapter xl. refer to the 
same period and to the same people: 
**Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
saith your God. Speak ye comforta- 
bly to Jerusalem, and say unto her, 
that her warfare is accomplished, that 
her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath 
received of the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins.’’? Blessings double to the 
punishment, some say, is what is meant, 
or ample recompense for the effects of 
ast displeasure, on the reconciliation 
of God to his returning people. 








From a Correspondent at Boston, Mass. 


Ifit is asked, To whom will the threaten- 
ed evils in the accomplishment of the pro- 
phecies of God be fatal, if not to believers 
in Him ?—The answer is, that there isa 
vast difference between a professing and 





thus 





real believer. The Jews were all profess- 


ing believers, but how few were real MR : 
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lievers—that is, "Ro 
ple they professed 
most entire trust is inc . 

the ing to the end of th 
book of Psalms. To i 
amongst Christians—to | 
that the glory of 
the world are ‘iden 
serve God and mam 
position of the real be 
But the opposition of anot 
ciety not Christian neither 
practice, is not only ar 


me ® 


equity and vighteousness. When he gives 
and when honrithnetde there are reasons 
for his doing so, unseen perhaps now, by 
men, but which, when seen ina 





of the means of God’s providence to bring 


about the change expected by Christians || gay wil] t th robati 

in the latter, days. It is God’s peculiar aa hlen ‘oe pat pa the Seon 
to overrule evil for good—and || ang equity of his dealings towards each 

it may be affirmed generally, that in the |! snd every individual in the most dark and 

great revolutions of the world, the plan of trying of his dispensations. His wi 

God has been, that they should be brought | justice, and mercy, will then appear, 


about by permitting t evils to be com- | ; : 

or < y greater ri In er state | AO EC He jt gam ead 
of things, only trust in him can peirmed 

be aaf oy ‘RUS. men were upon the earth. 
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A dream, and vision, will be in 
DAVID AS A TYPE. Pw 

David was an eminent type of the Mes- || °UT “— —— in which is set Fh the 
siah, and even under geen dis- || cause of much of the misery and trouble 






dina ; og that now exist in our country, both 
pensation in which he exhibited mar a 
many traits which must ¢ ize those t to individuals and the nation, and 


who will constitute the Messiah’s kingdom will he or he patio A ve { 
in these latter days. Among these traits, panes ree Liproore yas _ 
we may notice, his inquiring of the Lord ||" » peers ak design of the trials 
for direction in his undertakings, and his der which the - at present 

acting in accordance with the direction | act consistently with d atep yo | 


given. His refusing, when in his pow 

to put forth his hand against or to injure" ™, - ; 

Saul, when his own life was sought after (204 have ne se C gpeanres 
by Saul with unremitting vigilance. Also, ~~ be we Ae eit ‘the 

his refusing to drink the water obtained’at the Seiies awake 

the hazard of men’s lives. His not allow. |j Y'tO" Was given, writer : 

ing his men to kill Shimei, who threw ||though unconscious of every thing excépt 
stones at him, abused and reproached him what was embraced in the = let- 

in the most bitter and malicious manner || time. The subject of the vision was ©. 6 
—adding, “Let him alone, and let him ter handed to him, the contents 0) viet 
curse: for the Lord hath bidden him.”= || With the explanation, Will be Gives vend 

He received, indeed, all afflictions as from ||* Sense of duty, from the knowledge tne 

the band ofthe Lord, whoever might be the mmc they may impart. visit men 
instruments that inflicted them, or what- j about, yea, already to aad. > 
ever might be their motives, and submit- jin these latter days. works ang. RA 
ted to what the Lord laid. upon him as not || Will be strange. ee 

more than he deserved i And ———o—e—X—X—X———— eee 

when the Lord’s judgments were on the || ‘The Reformer and Christian is printed onthe 

= for having numbered Israel, he is } firat of e : ar \ nn | ) bes Saati % 
eatd to say, “Lo, I have sinned, and |)" Fa volume. era tobe ald 

done wickedly : but these ; what T. RC | 

have they done? Let thine T pray |) 

thee, be against me, and againstr " the comm 
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